Discerning The Times

Why is this study relevant today?

When it comes to the subject of “end times” there is sharp disagreement among denominations
and other Bible authorities on the subject, even within the Assemblies of God. Some teach that we are
already “in The Kingdom” others that an earthly Kingdom is far off. Many denominations teach we the
church have replaced Israel and that Israel and Jerusalem have no prophetic future place. That is the
“replacement theology viewpoint.

Scriptures that relate to the end times
Heb 10:25 (Read)

“Do not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another,
and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.

(Your thoughts and comments)

The Nature of the “Last Days”
2Timothy 3:1-5 (Paul’s admonition to Timothy)

(Read) 2Ti 3:1 “This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. 2Ti 3:2
For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers,
disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 2Ti 3:3 Without natural affection, truce
breakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, 2Ti 3:4
Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; 2Ti 3:5 Having
a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away.

(Your thoughts and comments)

See Luke 19:38-44 (Read)

Luke 19:38 Saying, Blessed be the King that cometh in the name of the Lord: peace in
heaven, and glory in the highest. Luke 19:39 And some of the Pharisees from among the
multitude said unto him, Master, rebuke thy disciples. Luke 19:40 And he answered and
said unto them, I tell you that, if these should hold their peace, the stones would
immediately cry out. Jesus Weeps over Jerusalem Luke 19:41 And when he was come
near, he beheld the city, and wept over it, Luke 19:42 Saying, If thou hadst known, even
thou, at least in this thy day, the things which belong unto thy peace! but now they are hid
from thine eyes. Luke 19:43 For the days shall come upon thee, that thine enemies shall
cast a trench about thee, and compass thee round, and keep thee in on every side,




Luke 19:44 And shall lay thee even with the ground, and thy children within thee; and they
shall not leave in thee one stone upon another; because thou knew not the time of thy
visitation.

To continue we need to look at the “70 weeks prophecy” in Daniel chapter 9.

In this amazing prophecy given to Daniel, by the angel Michael, we are given a complete timeline for
God’s completing His plan of redemption for the world as well as His plan for dealing with the sin and
rebellion caused by the fall of the human race and Satan’s rulership through his human leaders. A timeline
is given in terms of prophetic days and years to complete his purposes. The future fulfillment of God’s
plan is laid out in 70 weeks of years; The prophecy when properly calculated points to the exact to the day
for Christ first coming and death.

Daniel 9: 24-27 (Read)

Dan 9:24 Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish
the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and
to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint
the most Holy. - - Dan 9:25 Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of
the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be
seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the street shall be built again, and the wall,
even in troubled times. - - Dan 9:26 And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be
cut off, but not for himself: and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the
city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the
war desolations are determined. - - Dan 9:27 And he shall confirm the covenant with
many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the
oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate,
even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate.

(Your thoughts and comments)

2 Peter: 3:3-8 (Read)

2Pe 3:2 That ye may be mindful of the words which were spoken before by the holy
prophets, and of the commandment of us the apostles of the Lord and Saviour:

2Pe 3:3 Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after
their own lusts, 2Pe 3:4 And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for since the
fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation.
2Pe 3:5 For this they willingly are ignorant of, that by the word of God the heavens were
of old, and the earth standing out of the water and in the water: 2Pe 3:6 Whereby the
world that then was, being overflowed with water, perished: 2Pe 3:7 But the heavens and
the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the
day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men. 2Pe 3:8 But, beloved, be not ignorant of
this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as
one day. 2Pe 3:9 The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count
slackness; but is long suffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all
should come to repentance.  (Your thoughts and comments)



Eschatology: Various Interpretations

The study of the End Times (Eschatology) has various theological interpretations. End Times views
are disputed and not always in a good-natured way.

Preterists: Hold to a past fulfillment of all past prophecies; Revelation is interpreted mostly as symbolic
or metaphoric. These generally believe that there is no gap of time following Christ’s crucifixion.

Amillenialists: The majority of mainline denominations believe we who are the body of believers
in Christ, who are baptized members of the church constitute the Kingdom; and there is no future
“millennial kingdom.”

Kingdom Now and NAR (NAR New Apostolic Reformation) refers to a vast network of hyper-
charismatic assemblies, many are megachurches.) Generally are strictly structured with a top-down line of
authority. Apostles, Prophets, and others in the delegated five fold ministry and these are the accepted
authorities.

Dispensationalists believe in a yet future end of the church age, followed by a time of judgment

upon the Christ rejecting world. The final week of Daniel is focused on Israel to save a remnant who will
be saved in the tribulation period. Remnant Jews who come to the Messiah will go into the Kingdom in
which Christ will reign from Jerusalem for a thousand years.

Church Age versus the Kingdom Age
Separation of things pertaining to Israel and the Eklessia (called out church)
Replacement Theology Doctrine*** (view of Revelation and Israel in prophecy)

Replacement theology: (most mainstream denominations) Church replaces Israel; Israel and Jerusalem
are not relevant prophecy.

(See: Jeremiah 31:35-36 Thus says the LORD, who gives the sun for light by day and the fixed
order of the moon and the stars for light by night, who stirs up the sea so that its waves roar—
the LORD of hosts is his name: 31:36 “If this fixed order departs from before me, declares the
LORD, then shall the offspring of Israel cease from being a nation before me forever.” .

Israel holds a principal place in the domain of Eschatology. The world finds Israel and Jerusalem in
the forefront of news and politics. Antisemitism is on the rise across the world. War is simmering
continually between Islamic proxies and the nation of Israel. The cry of “death to America and death to
Israel” is shouted once again. This anti Israel sentiment is key to present day prophetic fulfillment; to
those who see the day approaching. Those who believe we are in the last days, are watching the skies and
are tuned in to “the times of the signs: and the signs of the times.
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