The Book of Acts
Chapter 25
Jews Hatch More Schemes With Festus
Festus Shares Interviewing and Hearing Paul
With The Last Herod, Agrippa II

Paul Continues to State His Innocence in Matters of Which He is Accused and Appeals to Caesar
25-1 Now when Festus had come to the province, after three days he went up from Caesarea to Jerusalem.
2 Then the high priest[a]and the chief men of the Jews informed him against Paul; and they petitioned him,
3 asking a favor against him, that he would summon him to Jerusalem—while they lay in ambush along the road
to kill him. 4 But Festus answered that Paul should be kept at Caesarea, and that he himself was going there
shortly. 5 “Therefore,” he said, “let those who have authority among you go down with me and accuse this
man, to see if there is any fault in him.”
6 And when he had remained among them more than ten days, he went down to Caesarea. And the next day,
sitting on the judgment seat, he commanded Paul to be brought. 7 When he had come, the Jews who had come
down from Jerusalem stood about and laid many serious complaints against Paul, which they could not prove,
8 while he answered for himself, “Neither against the law of the Jews, nor against the temple, nor against
Caesar have I offended in anything at all.”
9 But Festus, wanting to do the Jews a favor, answered Paul and said, “Are you willing to go up to Jerusalem and
there be judged before me concerning these things?”
10 So Paul said, “I stand at Caesar’s judgment seat, where I ought to be judged. To the Jews I have done no
wrong, as you very well know. 11 For if I am an offender, or have committed anything deserving of death, I do
not object to dying; but if there is nothing in these things of which these men accuse me, no one can deliver me
to them. I appeal to Caesar.” 12 Then Festus, when he had conferred with the council, answered, “You have
appealed to Caesar? To Caesar you shall go!”
Paul Before Agrippa
13 And after some days King Agrippa and Bernice came to Caesarea to greet Festus.

This king Agrippa is Agrippa II. He is the last of the Herodian line. He was seventeen when his father died and
thereafter was educated in the court of Claudius Caesar in Rome. He ruled over Chalcis, Syria from 48 a.d. to
approximatelyl 53 a.d. The event described here in Acts 25 is dated 59 a.d. Agrippa II failed to keep the Jews
from rebellion which ensued. (66 - 73a.d.) While the legions of Titus Vespacian finally anhilated the Jewish
population and sacked Jerusalem Agrippa supplied 2000 men and cavalry to support the Roman campaign.
For which action he was awarded further areas to govern. He died in 100 a.d. during the rule of Trajan.
14 When they had been there many days, Festus laid Paul’s case before the king, saying: “There is a certain man
left a prisoner by Felix, 15 about whom the chief priests and the elders of the Jews informed me, when I was in
Jerusalem, asking for a judgment against him. 16 To them I answered, ‘It is not the custom of the Romans to
deliver any man to destruction[b] before the accused meets the accusers face to face, and has opportunity to
answer for himself concerning the charge against him.’ 17 Therefore when they had come together, without any
delay, the next day I sat on the judgment seat and commanded the man to be brought in. 18 When the accusers
stood up, they brought no accusation against him of such things as I supposed, 19 but had some questions
against him about their own religion and about a certain Jesus, who had died, whom Paul affirmed to be alive.
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20 And because I was uncertain of such questions, I asked whether he was willing to go to Jerusalem and there
be judged concerning these matters. 21 But when Paul appealed to be reserved for the decision of Augustus, I
commanded him to be kept till I could send him to Caesar.” The title of Augustus was a ceremonial title given

to all of the caesars. In this case it was emperor Nero.

22 Then Agrippa said to Festus, “I also would like to hear the man myself.” “Tomorrow,” he said, “you shall hear
him.” 23 So the next day, when Agrippa and Bernice had come with great pomp, and had entered the
auditorium with the commanders and the prominent men of the city, at Festus’ command Paul was brought in.
24 And Festus said: “King Agrippa and all the men who are here present with us, you see this man about whom
the whole assembly of the Jews petitioned me, both at Jerusalem and here, crying out that he was not fit to live
any longer. 25 But when I found that he had committed nothing deserving of death, and that he himself had
appealed to Augustus, I decided to send him. 26 I have nothing certain to write to my lord concerning him.
Therefore I have brought him out before you, and especially before you, King Agrippa, so that after the
examination has taken place I may have something to write. 27 For it seems to me unreasonable to send a
prisoner and not to specify the charges against him.” By now there has likely been quite a lot of history and

fable surrounding this notable prisoner, Paul. Not only the fact that he holds a key to insights into this sect of
Judaism known as The Way, but also the history of his being sought unrelentingly by his antagonists.

For Chronology of the events described in Acts go to this link:
http://www.christianbiblereference.org/st_acts_intro.htm
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